
Birch Creek School Community Council 

Date: February 18, 2016     Room: Conference Room 

Attendees:  John Anderson, Wendy El-Bakri, Tammy Groll, Perry Hoffman, Holli Jackson, Rachel Christensen, 
Nancy Lofthouse, Sue Hintze, Ryan Bohm (Cache Education Foundation) 

Minutes: Reviewed minutes from the last meeting.  Tammy Groll approved.  Rachel Christensen seconded it. 

Hats off Program:  Ryan Bohm from the Cache Education Foundation came in to introduce the Hats off 
Program which is a $500 award for teachers.  He explained the rules and guidelines of the award.  He also 
went over the procedure on how to apply and how to nominate teachers.  He left information for anyone 
wanting to know more. 

Review 2015-2016 budget & Projected Budget for 2016-2017: Discussed future SCC budget for the following 
school year based on goals for the school, mission statement of the school and several other criteria.  We 
reviewed test scores from Dibels, Go math assessments and Sage scores.  We looked at scores from past years, 
comparisons with the district and the state, looking at how Birch Creek specifically is doing and where 
improvement is needed.  We discussed these scores, goals and funding at length.   

School Improvement Plan: As a continuation of our projected budget topic, discussions continued about where 
we thought the funding needed to be placed to improve our school.   Some issues that came up in the 
discussion were about needing more technology in the classroom over the next year and half.  We are 
expecting a slight increase in the budget next year to assist with this.  We are getting close to creating the 3rd 
grade computer lab.  The expense of the school copiers was discussed.  We talked about whether the school 
need to purchase new or used and also the opportunity of getting a copier “gifted” to the school is an option.  

Rachel Christensen also brought up the idea that we might need to focus more attention on science study 
starting in the 3rd grade to prepare our 4th grade students for the science testing that will begin in 4th grade.  
Mr. Anderson will bring that discussion to the attention of the 3rd grade teachers and get their feedback.   

Due to the timeline of the next year’s budget needing to be set by April we decided to adjust our current goals 
and use them still for the next year.   

Open House: We had a lengthy discussion about creating a win win for the 2016-2017 school years back to 
school night.  We felt like congestion problems both within the school and in the parking lot could be avoided if 
we moved the back to school night tradition into an open house setting.  We would be expanding the hours 
and layout of the function to increase compatibility for parents, students and teachers alike.  The function 
would be held 2 days before school started to give parents time to buy supplies and organize the children for 
back to school without having to keep them up late the night before school started.  We have proposed a 3-4 
hour time frame for the event.  We would still hold the PTA meeting at a specific time to give parents the 
option to attend.  We will have booths set up with information on various functions and activities throughout 
the school year.  Rachel Christensen agreed to generate a list of topics for the booths that we would need to 
have set up.   

Next meeting to be held March 24, 2016 @ Birch Creek Elementary 

Meeting Adjourned: Perry Hoffman motioned to adjourn.  Sue Hintze seconded it.  All approved. 


